Kelly did not fail to emphasize in his report the recurrence of themes in the course of Foucault's investigations laid down on a collection of writings that many critics construe to be discontinuous, that is, full of gaps, leaps and sudden changes. Kelly's reading of The Order of Things is noteworthy, pointing out Foucault's account of a new modern "episteme" that replaced an old one. This episteme dramatically altered discursive practices in three distinct domains-biology, linguistics, and economics. 4 Kelly sees an extension of this view in Discipline and Punish, where Foucault described a shift of modalities of power from traditional monarchy to modern penality took place in the seventeenth century, from this emerged a new modality that employs a new economics of life by way of troubleshooting the population through disciplinary tactics and surveillance. Kelly suggested that The Order of Things marked the formative stages of Foucault's genealogical work on institutions, as he reads, "there exists, below the level of [culture's] spontaneous orders, things that are in themselves capable of being ordered, that belong to a certain unspoken order." 5 This elaboration is continuous with Foucault's employment of genealogy as a way of unearthing hidden, subterranean historical elements that brought about the politico-economic ordering in modern institutions, ranging from the protection of wealth and property to the necessity to foster life in populations. Kelly suggests a strong connection between Discipline and Punish, whose approach is genealogical, and The Order of Things.
Kelly's reading of Foucault's re-elaboration of power appears to be sound. He made it clear that Foucault, being aware of the sterility of starting with a "general theory" of power, hopes to make an analysis of power using, as a starting point, concrete human affairs-power that is operational and in practice. This generates a conception of power that is quite distinct from the Marxist model of top-to-bottom mode of governance. The essential characteristics of what Foucault describes as power were addressed, among these is the notion that power is not concentrated on a single individual or class but is defined in terms of a variety of complex and fragile human relations (relations of power) that renders the subject productive and yet mobile. Power is understood, therefore, in the context of relations of power, that is, the "manifold relationships of force that take shape and come into play in the machinery of production." 6 Kelly invites the reader to a second look at the possibility of resistance coextensive with power by devoting an entire chapter to the issue.
The seventh chapter of Kelly's book entitled "Ethics" is likewise compelling as it underscores Foucault's investigations on the Greeks' ethics for the concern of the self, a mode of existence that stresses on conducting oneself and having a sense of agency over one's choices. Foucault seems to suggest, according to Kelly, that an effective resistance depends on how one conducts himself, 7 which means that resistance must be paired with a sense of accountability (as opposed to subservience). Kelly brings up a number of the major concerns of The History of Sexuality: The Use of Pleasure, including the study of how the Greeks have carried out their practical exercises on themselves, their tekhne tou biou, in order to shape political lives outside themselves. An observation of kairos, or timeliness, for instance, is one of the steps towards mastering one's own desires.
Kelly's study on Foucault will come in handy for any future research work because of its depth and its attention to detail. It makes the necessary clarifications, and I especially appreciate the way it quickly dismisses the notion that Foucault was too "discontinuous" a writer to be given scholarly attention. Although Foucault remains evasive to a "general exposition" or "a completely coherent account" of his political thought, Kelly's account of the links and connections of themes ranging from archeology and genealogy, to power, to resistance and way they recur in Foucault's books proves itself useful for a researcher who seeks to investigate what direction Foucault is taking us and what can further be done based on what is already written. Of course, a reader who has just started reading Foucault might find some chapters a little overwhelming because they are loaded with items that require familiarization, but the reading is definitely not tedious, as Kelly makes an excellent job at arousing curiosity enough to encourage people to do more research on Foucault.
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